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STAFF NOTES 

We'd like to call your 
attention this week to pages 
13 and 14, where; we have printed 
as documents the complete texts 
of the official statements of 
the Government of Democratic 
Kampuchea and the Government of 
the Socialist Republic of Viet 
Nam concerning the current 
border issue. 

These statements were 
released on December 31 > 1977s 
and Lave not been as yet. -.published 
in the U.S. in’ their entirety. 


CORRECTIONS 

In #893, REPORT FROM BAN NA SAI s 
Page one, there was an error in the last 
sentence of the third paragraph of the 
body of the story. It should reads 

tfearby villagers add that eight or nine 
l^asants have been killed by rockets or 
completing the sense of dC.ia vu . 


If you are missing a page or get a badly printed graphic, let us know and we'll send 
another 


(See graphics) 

JURY DECIDES AGAINST WAMPANOAG INDIANS IN 
MASSACHUSETTS LAND CLAIM 

LIBERATION News Service 

NEW YORK (LNS)--A federal jury in Boston 
decided January 6 that the Wampanoag Indians ceased 
to be a tribe after 1842, thus imposing an obstacle 
at the end of the first and key stage of the Indians' 
efforts to reclaim their land in Cape Cod. 

"What we are dealing with is 200 years of in- 
justice toward the Indians," Russell Peters, Presi- 
dent of the Wampanoag Indian Tribal Council, 
commented shortly after the verdict. "This is 
just another example of that injustice cloaked 
in the halls of justice." 

"It was a situation where a group of Indians, 
their existence as a people, gets judged by twelve 
white people who've never seen an Indian before," 
Barry Margolin of the Native American Rights Fund 
and an attorney for the Indians, told LNS. "In 
fact, anyone with Indian ancestry was excused from 
serving on the jury." 

It is now up to Judge Kilter J. Skinner whether 
to accept the jury decision and dismiss the 
Wampanoag' s claim, (In which case the Indians 
would appeal to a higher court), or to call for 
& re-trial. The Indians maintain that the jury's 
decision was inconsistent and will ask for a new 
trial in a hearing with the judge set for January 
20. Yet they are not entirely optimistic about 
the outcome of the hearing, according to Margolin, 
"given the enormous amount of property at stake 
in the case and the pressure to get the case over 
with." 

Targeting Large Landowners 

The Wampanoags first filed a class action suit 
August 26, 1976, claiming 11,000 acres in Mashpee, 
a western Cape Cod town. The Wampanoags are 
raising the issue now because a decade of rapid 
resort development and a new population influx 
have posed a threat to the continuation of their 
community. Today, four-fifths of Mashpee's 3,000 
residents are non- Indians, while just ten years 
ago four-fifths were Indians. The population of 
Mashpee has increased ten-fold in the past 25 years. 

The Wampanoag 's suit names as defendants the 
town's largest developer, the New Seabury Company; 
other large landowners and developers; the state; 
utility companies and several national title 
Insurance companies. The tribe is not claiming 
private homes or occupied lots of one acre or 
less. 

The case, believed to be the first such land 
claim to come to trial, finally went to court in 
October, 1977. Judge Skinner had decided that the 
Wampanoags would first have to prove that they 
were and are a tribe, before a second trial would 
consider whether their land was taken illegally. 

"It's a bogus issue and it always has been," 
attorney Margolin told LNS. "Until the suit 
started nobody ever questioned that these Ii.dians 
were a tribe, for the last several hundred years. 

In fact the defendants (the town) themselves had 
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repeatedly acknowledged that these folks were a 
tribe before the suit started and it was only 
after the suit started that they decided that 
this was a defense they could use." 

Burden Of Proof 

There were strong disagreements over how to 
define the existence of the tribe. Margolin ex- 
plained that the town's attorneys, led by Nixon's 
Watergate lawyer James St. Clair, "argued that 
the burden of proof was on the tribe to prove 
that at every moment of its existence it had all 
the characteristics. . .required to prove there 
was a tribe there. This means that a community 
which was essentially a tiny, isolated group of 
people who didn't for the most part write anything 
down, had to find ways to document 350 years of 
history almost year by year, or have somebody 
decide they really weren't there." 

The Indians, on the other hand, took the 
position that once it was found that there was a 
tribe of Indians in existence, "there had to be a 
voluntary and complete and permanent dissolution 
of that community before you could find the tribe 
died," according to Margolin. 

The Indians have objected to the judge's in- 
structions to the jury, which followed the town's 
definition more closely. As a result, the jury 
decided that the tribe abandoned its tribal re- 
lations sometime between 1842 and 1869. The 
Indians call the jury's decision inconsistent, 
since the same Indians and their children were 
there in both those years, organized under the 
same tribal government on the same territory. 

"The people are still there," says Margolin, 

"still consider themselves a tribe and never 
lost that community. In fact they never left 
Mashpee. It's one of the few tribes in the 
country that has never been moved." 

This is the first case in the U.S. where it 
was found that "a tribe which once existed, volun- 
tarily gave up the ghost," according to Margolin. 
"The unprecedented nature of this decision probab- 
ly stems from the judge's stiff standard (on 
proving the continuous existence of the tribe) 
because of the huge amount of property at stake in 
this and other land claims." 

In addition to the situation of twelve white 
jurors judging the status of an Indian tribe, 
tribal leaders explain that the town's case was 
essentially racist in another respect: the town 
argued that the Indians had intermarried with 
black people to the extent that they couldn't 
be seen as Indians anymore. "There were repeated 
appeals to these kinds of sentiments, which 
skewed the case," explains Margolin. 
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RETIRED MINER KILLED ON PICKETLINE AS NATIONWIDE STRIKE 
ENTERS SECOND MONTH; MINERS STEP UP EFFORTS 
TO HALT PRODUCTION OF NON-UNION COAL 

NEW YORK (LNS) — The shooting death of a re- 
tired union miner by a non-union coal company securi- 
ty guard January 6 triggered increased tension in the 
coalfields of Appalachia as the nationwide strike ’ 
by 160,000 UMW miners entered, its second month with 
no prospect for a speedy settlement. 

The killing occurred in a situation already 
highly charged as striking miners attempted to halt 
the continuing mining at non-unionized coal com- 
panies Eastern Kentucky, where the killing took 
place, produces more non-union coal than anywhere 
else in the East. And miners in the area have found 
their attempts to stop non-union coal operations con- 
tinually thwarted by broad-sweeping court injunctions 
which prevent them from picketing at non-union mines 
or even talking to non-union miners to urge them to 
honor the strike. 

On top of this is the presence of double the. 
usual number of state police whom miners charge -are 
"blatantly harassing" them. 

"I’ve heard a lot of miners saying that it's 
bound to lead to violence," Kathleen Stanton, a re- 
porter for the Mountain Eagle in Whitesburg, Ken- 
tucky, told LNS. "If the menf cannot picket peace- 
fully, and are not allowed to even speak civilly 
with incoming non-union miners, then a lot of the . 
guys are going to get so angry and feel they have no 
choice but to engage in guerrilla- type activities ." 

Miners have already taken such actions, although 
so far they have been relatively minor for eastern 
Kentucky, historically a center of militant and 
bloody mining struggles. 

x Several portions of railroad tracks have been 

\ dynamited, a coal company superintendent’s house was 
/blown up, and in Stearns, Kentucky, where 160 miners 
have been striking for 17 months for a UMW contract, 
a home of a non-union miner was blown up and a scab ’ s 
jeep was destroyed by dynamite. 

The Fight Against Non-Union Coal 

But the incidents in eastern Kentucky are 
hardly unique. Miners from Ohio — one of the most 
conservative UMW districts — have been actively 
forming caravans to shut down non-union mines in 
their state and elsewhere. And in the aftermath of 
the killing, a large caravan estimated at 2,000 mine 
miners was planning to leave Ohio for Kentucky, but 
was called off because of heavy snow. 

Meanwhile in Rockport, Indiana, 194 striking 
miners were arrested January 7 after the dynamiting 
of a coal loading pier, which caused an estimated 
$800,000 damage. 

The week before, two local union presidents 
in southern West Virginia were arrested for dyna- 
miting train tracks; a caravan of 600 striking 
miners in Tennessee tried to block non-union coal 
operations there; and in southwestern Virginia 
about 110 miners were arrested at one picket site 
for putting up a roadblock to block coal trucks and 
refusing to obey state police orders to disperse. 

Militant efforts to stop production of non- 
union coal to strengthen the- impact of the strike 
are not new for the coalfields. But this year 
they’ve taken on an added urgency. 
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"Whenever you strike for a contract you try 
to shut down non-union operations," Frank Walls, v 
a young miner from Cabin Creek, West Virginia, 
told LNSo "It's just that there 1 s more of 
(non-union mines) now* In '74 we controlled jr 

about 75 percent of the coal® And today we only 
control 48 percent 0 And all that non-union 
ain't out West « A lot of it's in union states 
like Illinois, Ohio and especially Kentucky 0 

It is miners from these states who have i 

been most involved in the picket activity — the i 

same miners who have been least involved in "'Ti' 

the militant wildcat strikes during the past four 
years o 

"The thing is, see, the coal's running past 
their houses every day," Walls explains "Every 
single "ay, you're sitting there on strike try- 
ing to get a contract* You see coal running 0 " 

Key Issues 

While miners are united in their efforts 
to stop non-union coal, there are some differ- 
ences in the priority of their other demands, 
which are likely to surface once a contract offer 
is handed down 0 


For most miners the chief contract demand /•j*; 
is the full resumption of UMW health and welfare V 
benefits which were severely cut back this summer, 
triggering a 10-week wildcat strike 0 


Also of prime important Is the right-to- 
strike at the local level, which was voted last 
year as a contract demand by the UMW convention 
In an occupation as dangerous as mining, miners 
charge that it is essential to be able to conduct 
local strikes without waiting for the lengthy 
grievance procedure * 

But according to miners, including many 
who are strong backers of the right-to-strike, 
this demand may be sacrificed for a package 
which reinstates full health benefits « 


Miners also point out that a recent upsurge 
of red-baiting In the coalfields has caused some 
to back off from the right-to-strike demand 0 


"To translate the militancy now into rati- 
fication of a right-to-strike in the contract, \\'J $ . 
I think that's a mistake," explains Frank Walls. 


Long Strike Ahead 


With contract negotiations having broken 
off December 30, and no contract offer in sight, 
a lengthy strike seems likely. No one is sure 
how this may effect the chances for ratification. 

The coal companies may be hoping that a 
long strike will pressure miners into signing ^ 

any kind of settlement," says Tom Bethell, a 
former research director of the UMW and now di- 
rector of the publication Coal Patrol which 
monitors both the coal industry and the union® 

"But it's pretty clear that the miners will not 
sign just anything 0 " 


And according to Walls the intensity of the 
strike may make people more demanding of what 
they're ready to accept in a contract® 


"There's a lot of people running around 
saying that these guys are going to sign any- 
thing that comes, but I don't believe that® I 
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mean, Ohio’s a fairly conservative area, and' 
they’re the ones that are ■ pulling out all the 
pickets o Now 1,000 guys don’t drive around for 
four and five days in the middle of the winter, 
state police on their ass all the time, and then 
turn around and sign any contract ®" 

Coal . Industry Goals— Labor Discipline 

The coal industry has repeatedly made it 
clear that its aim in the current contract 
negotiations is a 11 stabilization of the work 
force®" This means a disciplinary package which 
would penalize workers for absenteeism or even 
tacitly participating in the wildcat strikes 
which have spread throughout the coalfields, in 
the last four years® 

According to most coalfield observers, how- 
ever, it will be difficult to get ratification 
of a contract with these provisions® A tenta- 
tive "labor stability" package worked out by 
union and industry negotiators in mid-December 
generated such hostility from the union member^ 
ship that UMW President Arnold Miller was forced 
to back off from the agreement, prompting the 
industry to break off negotiations December 30 ® 

"There’s a whole lot of people who might 
give up the right to strike," Walls explains, 

"but they wouldn’t go for the disciplinary 
stuff— penalizing people for honoring a picket- 
lineo" 

And according to Stanton, when she presented 
an outline of the December proposal to Kentucky 
miners — who have been least involved in the wild- 
cats — the response "was 100 percent negative®" 

"I mean they (the company-union proposals) 
were talking about firing guys who honored a 
picketline," she told INS 0 "And even miners 
who aren’t going to wildcat aren’t going to; 
stand by and see guys in other states fired for 
reasons like that® They perceive the under- 
cutting effect that can have on any serious pro- 
test against the company ®" 

As of January 9 negotiations had resumed 
between partial bargaining teams, and according 
to Tom Bethell,. "they’re back at square one®*® 
with everything again up for discussion 0 " 

Weaknesses Within BCQA 

The kind of- package the union will be able 
to come up with, however, remains unclear 0 It 
depends largely on how well the union is able to 
exploit the cracks in the Bituminous Coal Oper- 
ators Association (BCOA— the joint .organization 
of coal producers) which many observers of the 
negotiating process strongly feel are beginning 
to show® 

Since the beginning of the strike, coal 
operators have been portrayed as having the up- 
per hand in the negotiations, with the union 
only controlling 50 percent of the nation’s coal 
and with most coal users— utilities , the steel 
industry-having stockpiles In the 90-day range® 

However, recent reports show weaknesses 
within the coal operators bloc, and according-' to 
Bethell, "The BCOA is coming slightly unglued 0 " 
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Bethell points out that whether or not 
there are stockpiles, the coal companies them- 
selves are not producing coal and therefore not 
making money® Stock prices for coal have not 
gone up as anticipated 0 And according to a 
report in the Wall Street Journal In early Jan- 
uary, most major producers "will lose money In 
the first quarter®" 

"I don’t think the Image of the coal opera- 
tors sitting back confidently rubbing the miners’ 
noses in the dirt is the right image at this 
point," Bethell told LNS 0 "The BCOA is nervous— 
not so much about what might happen in the next 
few weeks, but. about the fact that If things 
are really screwed up, in terms of resumption 
of production, the BCOA could come apart in 
terms of companies simply withdrawing their 
membership o" 

However, according to one informed analyst 
of the bargaining process, the union negotia- 
tors have thus far not exploited the advantages 
they have and there is so much internal division 
in the UMW bargaining team that they may set- 
tle for the absolute minimum they think the 
rank and file will ratify, rather than take 
advantage of the operators’ disarray 0 

There Is also some distrust of UMW Pres- 
ident Arnold Miller among the rank and file 
and local union officials— who have been left 
almost totally in the dark as to what the 
union is asking for in the contract negotiations 0 

Cecil Roberts, president of District 17 
in West Virginia (which was a center of wildcat 
activity this summer) told LNS that he knew 
nothing of what was going on in negotiations 
"except for what I read in the paper®" 

Meanwhile, if the strike lasts until Feb- 
ruary 1— as most observers are predicting— 
drastic pension cuts will take effect, stopping 
the $2 50 /month payments for 81,000 retired 
miners® While the effect of these cuts on the 
strike is uncertain, according to Stanton, 

"You’re going to see a lot more older miners 
out on the pickefcline® ® ®and that could mean 
violence® 0 ® 

"Here are these old dudes, they’re on the 
verge of losing everything that they’ve got, they 
know they’re probably going to die of black lung 
anyway in a few years, so they figure what have 

they to Walls, the pensioners have so 

far been very supportive of the strike., and " 
"They’ll be the last ones to go back®®®" 
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or better yet, write us an article, and send 
photos too® Thanks, LNS 
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GEORGIA FARMERS, FIGHTING MAD, 

ORGANIZE TO SAVE THEIR FAMILY FARMS 

by LIBERATION News Service 

TAYLOR COUNTY, Ga» (LNS)— Among the proudly 
independent people who raise market -bound food on 
America’s family farms, "union" is a word to be 
spoken with great caution But the family farm 
is in serious financial trouble, as the national 
strike by farmers since December 14 has begun to 
dramatize, and in unlikely places like Taylor 
County, Georgia,even that unwelcome word is being 
spoken these days, along with "organize" and 
"stick together o" 

Here in the Taylor County town of McDonough, 
35 minutes south of Atlanta, it was just those 
things that local farmers — about 70 of them — 
discussed in a dramatic meeting January' 2. Young 
and older men sat at the front of the town’s 
Assembly Hall. The women, at the back of the room 
near the kitchen, handed coffee and homemade 
cookies to those*. who entered. They were talking 
about the high price of f arni^sup piles "“and bank 
loans and the low price for their farm goods that 
promise to break a good many farmers in the near 
future — and what they could do about it. 

-Suddenly, _ a the midst of protest about 
Teamster corruption, high union dues, 
bureaucracies and outside agitators, a man stood' 
up and faced the crowd. Raising his hand into 
the air he said: "Whoever wants to start this 

here union, raise your hand!" Slowly, every hand 
went up. 

Only desperation could lead the conservative 
individualist farmers of the McDonough area to 
organize. "It makes you so mad you want to sling 
lead at them instead of groceries, sometimes," 
swears Billy Simpson, a leader of the local up- 
rising. 

Simpson, along with farmers Reg Allen, Dub 
Mills, Hiram Henderson and Clay Simpson — all 
eager to explain the farmer's predicament — laid 
out some of the reasons they’re so upset: 

"Some people see our expensive tractors and 
don't realize they're not paid for," they said. 
"You got to have at least $100,000 in machinery. 
And it costs about five times what^jt did ten 
years ago. By the time you ge? (a tractor; paid 
for, it's wore out." 

"A few boxes of parts for his tractor cost 
my cousin $3000," recalled one of the men. And 
then there's the cost of seed, feed, repairs and 
livestock, to mention a few expenses. So the 
farmer ends up going to the bank and putting up 
"everything you've worked for., tojborrow for the 
crop. The banks charge (what works to be) 

18% interest a month to borrow, with a 3 0-day 
limit. The banks used to give you a year, but 
now it's only 30 days." 


"You go out there and borrow $100,000 and 
put it in the ground," the farmers told LNS. 

"And we bury it in the ground like that every 
year, not knowing if we're going to get it back. 

We could start playing poker right now and we 
know one of us is going to be broke when we quit, 
if we play long enough." 

"Long enough," in the gamble called family 
farming, is likely to be as soon as the year's 
end. The American Agricultural Movement (AAM) , 
the loose-knit organized farmers' movement with 
groups in 30 states that sprung up this past 
fall, ran a survey of nine Midwestern states. 
Estimates based on that study say that more than 
25% of farm producers will have to jef inance 
their current loans or liquidate their assets 
in the coming year, iif order to meet their loan 
payments. Fo^ years now approximately 100,000 
farms a year have been going out of business. 

What the farmers of Taylor County and the 
AAM nationally are asking for is 100% parity — 
that is, agricultural product prices (set by 
the federal government) that equal their pro- 
duction and living costs. Farmers currently 
get about 43% parity for a bushel of wheat; 46% 
for corn; 61% for potatoes; 73% for hogs. 

Congress* new federal farm bill, signed by 
Carter in the fall, raises the farmer's share 
on wheat, for example, to $3 per bushel. But with 
many non-corporate wheat farmers putting more 
than $3.50 into a bushel of wheat, deeper indebted- 
ness to the bankr or financial bankruptcy are 
seemingly the only two forks in the road paved 
by federal policy. 

"It's the law that for the next four years 
(the period for the new parity rates set by Con- 
gress) we're going to have to sell below our cost," 
a farmer stated. "If the boys in Congress can't 
understand that, their heads is screwed on some- 
thing wrong. ..When spring comes in March and 
April, these Senators think we'll start rolling 
the tractors. And we won’t." 

Agribusiness and Family Farms 

The farmers do foresee, though, that their 
demands, their refusal to plant and their at teirmts 
to stop livestock auctions could easily be named 
as the cause for rises in consumers' prices. Yet 
food prices "have been going up for years," they 
point out. "We just haven't been going up with 
them." 

In other words, the boosts are happening 
somewhere in the middle, in the storage, processing 
packaging, advertising and grocery store opera- 
tions — all processes, along with large-scale 
corporate-run farms, which are transforming the 
last remnants of a farming culture int* agri- c 
business. As many Taylor County farmers see it, 
"there should be a ceiling on those kind of 
profits. „.We just want a decent living." 


It's a simple and fair enough sounding demand - 
just a decent living" less .radical and ambi- 

Continued on page 72 
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SOUTH AFRICA BANTUSTAN GETS PHONY INDEPENDENCE 

NEW YORK (LNS)— The bands played, the guns 
boomed in a thundering salute and the South 
African flag was lowered to be replaced by a 
flag that may never be seen outside the borders 
of South Africa. And so on December 6, Bophutha- 
Tswana became the second "independent Bantustan" 
proclaimed by South Africa’s white minority 
regime. 

Around the world, the declaration of 
"independence" for this collection of six scattered 
pieces of land and 2.1 million even more widely 
scattered people was greeted with deafening 
silence. There have been rumors that South 
Africa may soon score a breakthrough of sorts by 
winning diplomatic recognition for its "bantustans" 
from the Chilean junta. But on the big day, 
BophuthaTswana was welcomed as a new nation only 
by South Africa itself and the Trans kei, which 
became the first independent bantustan in October 
1976. 

Opposition to Independence 

If the international community expressed its 
disdain for the proceedings in studied silence, 
opposition has been expressed far more vocifer- 
ously from those who suddenly became citizens of 
BophuthaTswana at the stroke of midnight. 

About two-thirds of the nominal population 
(1.4 million people) lives outside the boundaries 
in South Africa. With the declaration of "inde- 
pendence," these people exchanged the emaciated 
rights of South African citizenship for the even 
more dubious distinction of being "BophuthaTswanans." 

And it is not likely that there will be much 
difference between the two. Under Pretoria's 
hand-picked leader Chief Lucas Mangope, Bophutha- 
Tswana has already installed carbon copies of 
much of South Africa's repressive legislation. 

Shortlv before the "general election" that 
ensconced angope firmly in power last August, 
a special security proclamation issued in Pre- 
toria slapped a ban on all meetings of more than 
five people, declared it a criminal offense to 
make any statement likely to subvert or interfere 
with the state, and authorized police to arrest 
and detain people "until satisfied that such 
person has replied fully and correctly to all 
questions." 

Mangope won a smashing victory in the elections 
that followed. But only 12% of those eligible 
actually voted. 

For more than a year, students in Bophuthal 
Tswana have registered their feelings about the 
prospect of independence through a school boycott 
and an epidemic of costly fires. 

In August 1976, a series of demonstrations 
culminated in the burning of the BophuthaTswana 
Legislative Assembly building. When asked about 
it later before an official commission, students 
explained, "We burnt down the BophuthaTswana 
Legislative Assembly because we are opposed to 
independence." 

By the end of that month, a magistrate's off ice 
a post office, a secondary school, a Department of 
Works depot and more than a dozen government 


vehicles had been put to the torch. Mangope res- 
ponded by telling a meeting of 1,000 parents that 
he thought police had been too lenient and 
expressing his belief that they should just open 
fire. "In fact, I have told the police to even 
shoot my own child," he said. 

Apparently the students took note of his 
attitude. When Mangope and four of his cabinet 
ministers tried to address an election meeting in 
Ikag eng this July, a group of students burst into 
the hall singing political songs and carrying signs 
proclaiming "To hell with independence. Mangope 
is a sell-out." The meeting was cancelled and 
Mangope and his colleagues were stoned as they 
prepared to drive away. 

Many Problems 

Even without a rebellious populace, the new 
bantustan would face monumental problems. Aside 
from foisting it off with token "independence," 

South Africa has bequeathed its new client a feeble, 
dependent economy, hamstrung by the same structure 
of job reservation by race that operates in South 
Africa, utterly devoid of any possibility for pro- 
viding employment and subsistence for the supposed 
BophuthaTswanan population. The "homeland" does 
boast some mining properties which account for 
fully half its production. Needless to say, they 
are white-owned. Beyond that, the main economic 
hope appears to be a proposal to construct a 
massive "Las Vegas- type" complex. Presumably 
most of the high stakes gamblers would be whites 
from across the border in South Africa, where bet- 
ting is outlawed. 

Whites will chaperone most of the government 
for some time to come. One white official is 
already at work establishing a Department of 
Justice. Five others, assisted by one black, are 
developing plans for police, traffic, and security 
f orees . 

But that is only to be expected in a "nation" 
which includes not a single black lawyer or 
engineer and only five black doctors , and which 
rations out teachers with often only one for 
every 100 students. 

-30- 

MINNESOTANS PROTEST POWER LINE CONSTRUCTION 
THROUGH FARMING AREA 

NEW YORK (LNS) — Two hundred demonstrators in 
Lowery, Minnesota recently protested the construction 
of a power line across an area of rich farmland. 

The high voltage, 400-kilovolt direct-current 
line is being built from Underwood, North Dakota 
across west central Minnesota by United Power 
Association and Cooperative Power Association. 

The protesters charge that the power line's high 
voltage is a hazard and an eyesore. The line 
would also cross many productive fields, hindering 
irrigation. 
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CONNECTICUT NUKE POSES HEALTH THREAT TO 
WORKERS AND COMMUNITY 

NEW YORK (LNS)— When explosions shook the 
Millstone One Nuclear Power Plant in Waterford, 
Connecticut in mid-December, releasing a "puff" 
of radiation and highly contaminating one worker, 
company and federal officials were the first 
to discount the incident as a common occurrence 
and "no public hazard," 

Common it may be, but non-hazardous Is 
another question. In the aftermath of the 
explosion it turns out that the worker was 
exposed to thirteen times more radiation than 
originally reported — enough to be risky even 
though it does not exceed the "safe level 1 set by 
government standards. And an article by Alexander 
Cockburn and Tames Ridgeway in the December 28 
Village Voice points out that the recent inci- 
dent at Millstone is but one In a long series of 
accidents at the twin power plants since they 
began operations in 1970. During this same 
period there has been an alarming increase in the 
cancer rates for resident*., of the area. 

According to studies by a University of Pitts- 
burgh scientist, Dr. Ernest J* Sternglass, the 
Millstone power plants routinely discharge low 
level radiation which enters the food chain, 
increasing cancer and death rates in nearby commu- 
nities. Between 1970 and 1975, the cancer rates 
in Waterford rose 58 percent; and in nearby New 
London (five miles down wind) cancer rates went up 
44 percent. For Connecticut as a whole, the rates 
rose 12 percent in this five-year period. 

These cancer rates are significantly higher 
than the rest of New England. Rhode Island 1 s, for 
example, rose eight percent; New Hampshire, one 
percent. The rate in Maine actually declined 
by six percent. 

In addition, Sternglass found that milk pro- 
duced near the reactors contained very high levels 
of strontium-90 — the most dangerous radioactive 
fission product. These levels exceed permissible 
standards for drinking water adopted by the Envir- 
onmental Protection Agency last year, and are 
higher than the alarming levels found in Connect- 
icut during the height of nuclear testing. 

"In some ways this is the most serious result 
for society j since milk and milk products are 
often shipped large distances to big population 
centers," explains Sternglass. "It 1 s also pro- 
bably the biggest single reason why our government 
agencies charged with the promotion of nuclear 
energy absolutely had to deny that any sr-90 es- 
capes from the stacks and vents of nuclear 
power plants." 

But while the nuclear industry and government 
agencies are quick to dismiss any information of 
this sort, some top technical experts who have 
worked in the manufacture of nuclear power plant 
equipment have admitted the risks themselves <, In 
a secret report prepared during 1975— and still 
not public — top technical experts at General 
Electric (one of the major manufacturers of 
nuclear power plants) found grave insuff iencies 
in the General Electric light water reactors 
similar to the one at Mil lstone, These officials 
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claim that to make the reactors work safely, the 
company would have to make major corrections on 
them. 

Given the Carter administration’s strong 
push for development of light water reactors, 
however, such problems are unlikely to receive 
much attention in government circles 0 In fact, 
the administration is currently trying to veduce 
controls and speed up plant construction. 

-30- 
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JUDGE DENIES BAIL FOR JOAN LITTLE; 

SUPPORTERS FIGHT EXTRADITION 

NEW YORK (LNS) — Joan Little, who is currently 
fighting extradition back to North Carolina from 
New York City, was recently denied bail by a 
State Supreme Court Judge in Brooklyn, New York. 

At Little f s first extradition hearing on January 

6, Judge Cornelius O’Brien turned down a bail 
application submitted by Little’s lawyer, William 
Kunstler, and then adjourned the hearings for 

30 days. Little has been imprisoned on Rikers 
Island since her arrest as a fugitive on December 

7, almost two months after she fled a North Caro- 
lina jail. 

At the hearing, Kunstler requested that 
Little be released on bail on the grounds that 
she faced neither the death penalty nor life 
imprisonment. Little, before hex escape, was 
serving a 7 to^JO year sentence stemming from 
her alleged involvement in the theft of $200 
worth of clothes from a mobil home in Washington, 
North Carolina. Despite the fact that she had 
no prior conviction. Little was given the maximum 
sentence, of which she has already 3ervec } f our 
years. 

Little has stated that she would "rather 
die then go back to North Carolina," where she 
has been the target of constant harassment since 
she won national attention and support by killing 
a white jail guard who tried to rape her. 

"There is no w T ay she can be treated fairly 
here," Jerry Paul, Little’s lawyer in North 
Carolina, told LNS in a telephone conversation 
after the hearing. "They have tried to frame her 
before." 

Paul then went on to describe several 
instances in which prison officials had manufactured 
or destroyed evidence relating to Little’s parole 
applications: Rebecca Ranson, a former dramatics 

teacher at the prison, has signed an affidavit 
stating that she was fired from her job after she 
refused to comply with a superior’s request that 
she testify that Little stole a pair of scissors 
and a tape recorder from her. And another inmate 
who works in the prison office has told Paul that 
she saw one of the officials remove part of 
Little’s file before her parole hearing. 

This fall during her last parole hearing, 

L ittle was charged with having "unauthorized 
material"— a tape cassette — -and "unauthorized use 
of material" --using a towel to* cover her dresser. 

Outside the courthouse on January 6, 40 
activists carrying signs and chanting "Free Joan 
Little" demonstrated in support of her fight to 
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remain in cNew ^ Supporters have also initiated 

a petition drive urging that New York Governor Hugh 
Carey deny North Carolina’s "brutal and unusual 
request/ 1 

-30- 

*************************************************** 


NAZI, EX-PRESIDENTIAL HONOR GUARD CONVICTED 
OF ASSAULTING A BLACK MAN 

NEW YORK (LNS) -- An admitted Nazi and former 
member of the U® So Army’s’ presidential honor guard 
was convicted in early January of assault against 
a black off-duty police officer after a trial in 
which the defendant boasted of his "disgust" with 
interracial marriages and dating and the alleged 
special treatment . of ; the- Army* s blaeks<c 

The Nazi, Frederick T 0 Verduin,' was convicted 
of assault and battery against Officer Edward 
Threat at an Arlington,. Virginia gas station — 
across the street from the national headquarters 
of the National Socialist White Peoples* Party — 
where the policeman had stopped with his white 
wife 0 Verduin was fined $l,000 o 

During the trial, Verduin testified that he 
joined the National Socialist White Peoples* Party, 
previously the American Nazi Party, at the request 
of a "sergeant in the honor guard with connections 
in the White Peoples 1 Party 0 " He did so, he says, 
after he became exasperated with the Army when 
blacks were allegedly disciplined less often than 
whites, allowed to wear longer hair and derelict 
in the "general Upholding of standards 0 " 

In order to rectify the race problem in 
America, Verdhin suggested that this country 
"revert to laws we had 50 years ago 0 For instance 
30 years ago in Virginia this couple (the Threats) 
would have been arrested for walking down the 
street together," he said 0 

-SO- 
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RECALLED JUDGE REITERATES SEXISM 

NEW YORK (LNS) — Four months after voters 
turned him out of office in a special recall elec- 
tion, former Madison, Wisconsin Judge Archie 
Simonson shows no signs of having learned anything 
from the experieneeo In fact, the judge who made 
himself a target of feminist groups by condoning 
a rape by a 15-year old boy insists that he now 
respects women’s groups lest than were 

"They stoop as low as they have to stoop to 
get the point across," Simonson said recently of 
local women’s groups which organized his election 
defeat, "I’ve had my views reinforced, basically 0 
Thank god, most people are with me 0 " 

His views, as expressed from the bench and in 
subsequent interviews, include the opinion that 
women are ,f sex obj ects whether they like it or 
not® " Explaining his decision to sentence the 
boy to a year’s probation for raping a 16-year old 
girl, Simonson mentioned the invidious influences 
of nude nightclubs, fcfaless fashions and X-rated 
bookstores and sputtered, "Are we supposed to take 
an impressionable person 15 or 16 years age who 
can respond to something like that and punish that 
person severely because they react to It normally?" 

Women who disagreed with his definition of 


normal reactions had little difficulty obtaining 
almost twice the 21,000 signatures needed to compel 
a recall election 9 And in spite of his current 
contention that "most people are with me," Simonson 
.suffered a resounding defeat at the polls « He lost 
his seat vii the bench to Moira Krueger, the only 
woman among six candidates In the election 0 

-30- 
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LABOR TO TAKE ON WINN-DIXIE 
IN DRIVE FOR FOOTHOLD In SOUTH 

NEW YORK (LNS) — Winn-Dixie Stores, Ine 0 , a 
major southern food chain and meat distributor, 
is about to become the third target in organized 
labor’s fight to unionize the South Q In December.,. 
the AFL-GIO biennial convention adopted a resolution 
which described the company’s labor practices as 
"an abomination of employee’s rights" and outlined 
plans for a national boycott of the company’s products 

The Winn-Dixie boycott will be the third effort 
in recent years against a company that organized labor 
regards as a symbol of resistance to unionism in the 
Southo In 1974, Farah Manufacturing Company, a Texas 
clothing maker, gave in to a 19-month boycott and 
recognized the clothing workers union 0 .Two years 
ago, an international boycott was launched against 
Jo-Po < Stevens,-' the textile giant 0 

A spokesperson for the National Labor Relations 
Board (NLRB) confirmed to the Wall Street Journal 
that since 1961 Winn-Dixie has been the target of 
ten major NLRB decisions and seven court rulings 
that the company violated employees* rights to 
unionize o In a legal brief filed by the NLRB in 
1977 before a federal appeals court, the board 
charged that Winn-Dixie "has a well-documented 
history of disregard for the statutory rights of 
its employees o" 

The company has run afoul of the fair labor 
standards laws on numerous occasions 0 In 1975 it 
agreed to pay the largest judgement ($1 million) 
ever handed down by a court in a case of violating 
the minimum wage laws o Winn-Dixie also was found 
in contempt for violating two earlier court orders 
enforcing these laws 0 

Several unions, Including the retail clerks, 
meat cutters and bakery workers, have tried un- 
successfully to organize Winn-Dixie over the past 
20 years and these unions will make a renewed 
effort during the boycott campaigno The campaign 
is expected to begin in February,, -30- 

(Thanks to the North Carolina Anvil for much 
of this informationo ) 

**************************************************** 
BANNED CONTRACEPTIVE STILL PRESCRIBED IN LoAo 

NEW YORK (LNS)— Local Los Angeles doctors 
are still prescribing Depo-Provera as a long term 
contraceptive despite the Food and Drug Administra- 
tion’s banning of the drug for that purpose, 
according to the Institute for the Study of 
Medical Ethics , a patients* advocacy group 0 

Given in injection %rm once every three 
months, Depo-Provera Is associated with a serious 
list of side effects, and has caused cancer in lab- 
oratory animals o Its use is only approved for 

treatment of certain forms of uterine cancer 0 

-30- 
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-a***^. 1970 PANTHER DEFENDANT STILL 

FIGHTING COURT BATTLES'"’ 

NEW YORK (LNS) — For nearly all of the principals 
involved, the agony of the 1970 Black Panther 
trial in New Haven is now a distant memory But 
for Lonnie McLueas, it is painfully present as. 
seven years later he is still fighting in the 
courts to gain his freedomo 

Mclucas was one of. 14 Black Panther Party : 

(BPP) members indicted in the 1969 torture- 
murder of another Panther, Alex Rackley, who was 
accused of being a police informant . McLueas, 
who has maintained his innocence from the be- 
ginning, was the only defendant convicted by a 
jury in the ease.- 

The two most prominent BPP defendants in the 
case fared considerably better, Bobby Seale, 
then chairman of the BPP, and Erica Huggins — 
who were tried together — were both released 
in a hung jury, Seale resigned from the party 
in 1974 and Huggins is now director of the 
BPP-operatec Oakland: Community School, 

McLucas served four years of his 12^ to 
15-year sentence for conspiracy in connection with 
the murder. He was subsequently freed pending i0>, 
appeal and has spent the last several years with ^ x 
his wife and child ona farm in Wade, North Caro- ‘ 
lina. However, the U.S. Supreme Court recently 
refused to hear his appeal and McLueas was re- 
turned to Connecticut's Sommers Prison for one 
week before being released on bail, 

McLueas has not allowed the past unfavorable 
decisions to daunt him, however. His attorneys 
have filed habeus corpus and reversal petitions 
before a New Haven Superior Court, The peti- 
tions charge prosecutorial misconduct anct chal- 
lenge the constitutionality of the state's case 
against him on the grounds that the New Haven 
Police Department (NHPD) and the prosecution 
illegally wiretapped the defendants and/or their 
attorneys to obtain evidence, 

Evidence will be introduced at the forth- 
coming hearing to prove the charges and, it is ' 
hoped, win a reversal of McLueas* sentence, 

"We're very optimistic about the outcome of 
the petition," says Michael Koskoff, McLueas* 
attorney. 

Meanwhile James Ahern, ex-New Haven Police 
Chief, is currently under investigation for his 
role in the events surrounding the trial. This 
investigation and the surveillance of McLueas 
that Koskoff alludes to in his petitions stem 
from an article in a local New Haven newspaper 
which disclosed a NHPD wiretapping campaign 
frou at least 1966 to 1971, 

According to the article, confirmed by 
police officers' testimony before the New Haven 
police board, this wiretapping campaign was de- 
signed to harass political activists, including 
the American Indian Movement, the anti-war move- 
ment and the BPP, 


McLueas has joined former Chicago 7 defendant 
John Froines and several others in a class action 
suit against the NHPD in connection with the il- 
legal wiretapping, 

McLueas* chances for a reversal are strength- 
ened by further evidence made public in recent 
years, documenting a police and F.B,I. campaign 
to destroy the BPP that employed a variety of 
illegal and pernicious methods, including wiretapping. 

Although at his trial McLueas admitted shoot- 
ing one bullet into Rackley, he asserted that the 
victim was already dead when he fired the shot. 

And it was later revealed in the trial that former 
BPP member George Sams, the ring-leader in Rackley 's 
torture-murder, was in fact a police agent who 
falsely accused the innocent Rackley of being an 
inf ormant , sowed distrust of him by other party 
members and instigated his torture-murder in 
order to disrupt the party. At the trial, Sams 
dutifully turned state's evidence against the 
defendants he helped to frame. He pled guilty to. 
first-degree murder and was paroled a few years 
“later. 

Another former party member, Warren Kimbro, 
also testified for the state against the defen- 
dants. Since the trial, (in which he pled guilty 
to second-degree murder) , he has attended Harvard 
and is now the dean of a Connecticut state college. 

Both men were "at least used by and coopera- 
ted with the government to disrupt Panther acti- 
vities," attorney Koskoff told LNS. Kimbro was 
"a favorite of the state's attorney," he said. 

Despite the apparently strong case for re- 
versal of his sentence, McLueas speaks candidly 
of the emotional pain he has suffered recently. 

"I'm really on the verge of a mental breakdown," 
he said in an interview in late October. "I 
went into Sommers with the support of a lot of 
good people. But at Sommers Prison they want to 
make a man feel like nothing, and I really feel 
like I'm falling apart." 

"There have been a lot of changes in him," 

Koskoff told LNS. "He waits and waits and waits 
for his life to be able to start." 

Koskoff added that it is pretty obvious why 
such harsh treatment has been meted out against 
McLueas. "It is apparent that McLueas was con- 
victed and sent to jail not because of what he 
did or did not do, but because he refused to coope- 
rate with the state, because he exercised his 
constitutional right to a jury trial, because he 
didn't become a rat." 


—30— 

************************************************* 

The end of January is approaching, the deadline for 
payment of 1977 back bills to LNS. Please get 
your checks in the mail in the next couple weeks. 


In addition to using this evidence in court. 


Page 8 


LIBERATION News Service 


(#894) 


January 13, 1978 w. 


more. 


***RMBB***KMBB MEDIA BULLETIN BOARDS* * i 

From: Questionnaire, c/o Chris Alvig, 2350 

Broadway, New York N*Y 0 10024 (212) 877-0063. 

Anyone gay over 50 who would like to help 
people gain a better understanding of the older 
gay population, please write or call for an 
anonymous questionnaire or personal interview 0 

& °k & * 

From;' : Liberation News Service, 17 W» 17th St., 
New York, N„Y. 10011 (212) 989-3555. 

LNS is still seeking staff members to work 
in. our graphics department „ Work includes 
general photographic and dark room work; codv 
camera; design and layout; selecting graphics; 
working with contributing artists; various other 
responsibilities o Some experience necessary but 
we will train o Subsistence pay but work provides 
a high level of responsibility and political 
involvement. Women and Third World people are 
especially encouraged to apply . 

* * * . * 


CARTER RECORD ON AID TO REPRESSIVE 
GOVERNMENTS 

' NEW YORK (LNS)— While President Carter is 
pledging to promote human rights abroad, the United 
States is continuing as a major arms supplier to 
repressive, pro-U. S c regimes _ according to a 

study just released by Michael Klare of the Institute 
for Eolicv Studies. 

"Supplying Repression" is the first, fully- 
documented report on Uo S 0 exports of police and para- 
military gear to foreign governments^ In 1974, Congress 
decreed a halt to some aid programs but — as "Supplying 
Repression" details— many of these programs continue 
to operate, and others have come along to replace 
those that were terminated 0 

Klare chooses ten of the most notorious human 
rights violators — Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Uruguay, 
Iran* Ethiopia^ Indonesia, Thailand, South Korea, 
and the Philippines — and shows that since 1973 these 
couft tries : 

**Received $15 0 6 million in police hardware under 
the International Narcotics Control Program ; 

**Spent $18 billion on U.S. aims under the Foreign 
Military Sales and Commercial Sales programs ; 


From: Patients Organized for Environmental 

Therapy (POET); Box 7253, Imola, Ca e 94558 

POET, a group of present and former California 
mental patients, is publishing a newsletter called 
POET ¥ S EYE: Mental Health News from the Patient f s 

Point of Viewo It covers new types, of treatment 
and controversial issues in mental health care 0 
Help and contributions are welcome from everyone, 
regardless of ability; cartoons and drawings are 
also welcome o Sample copies of the newsletter 
are available by sending to the above address — 
please send a self-addressed, stamped, 10-inch 
envelope o 

& . * * ■ * 

From: Research Group One, 2743 Maryland Avenue, 

Baltimore, Mdo 2 18 18 0 

Research Group One- -as published a new 
pamphlet— "Anarchism and Formal Organizations 0 " 

It is available for $l o 20, with bulk purchases 
of 10 or more discounted at 40% for non-profit 
stores o 


**Sent over 12,000 top officers to the UoS 0 and the 
Panama Canal Zone for military training under the 
International Military Education and Training Program; 
and 

**Received $4.3 billion in U 0 S 0 military and 
economic aid. 

"Supplying Repression" also details some of the 
steps that must be taken to plug the loopholes in 
the 1974 ban on police aid, and halt the flow of 
arms, equipment and training used to bolster repres- 
sive regimes o "We must begin at home," Klare states, 
"to dismantle the pipeline of repressive technology 
that has contributed to so much brutality and 
deprivation o" 

Copies of the report are available from the 
Institute for Policy Studies, 1901 Que St 0 NW, 
Washington, D.C. 20009. 1-9 copies are 75 cents 

each (postage included); 10 or more are 50 cents 
each plus ten per cent for postage. 
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INTELLIGENCE ABUSES CONTINUE UNDER CARTER, REPORT SHOWS 


* * * * 

From; Times Change Press, Box 187, Albion, Ca. 
95410. 

Times Change Press has recently published a 
Spanish edition of gay movement history — 

"Los primer os movimientos en favor de los 
derechos homosexuales (1864-1935) ’^--"The Early 
Homosexual Rights Movement" — by Jotin Lauritsen 
and David Thors tad. This is one of the first 
books on homosexuality and gay liberation to be 
published in post-Franco Spain, and is intended to 
make information available to Spanish-speaking 
people in Europe, South and Latin America, and 
the United States 0 List price is 225 pesetas — 
approximately $2.80. For orders or information, 
write Tusquets Editor, Iradier 24* bajos, 

Barcelona- 17, Spain. 



NEW YORK (LNS) — A report released in early Jan- 
uary — "First Principles : National Security and Civil 
Liberties," evaluates the Carter administration’s 
performance on intelligence agency reform, and its 
conclusions are hardly promising.. 

Compiled by Morton Halperin of the Center for 
National Security Studies, the report shows that 
the Carter administration has done little to promote 
reform of the intelligence bureaucracy as it had 
promised to do. One oi several documented examples 
is the introduction of legislation to protect intel- 
ligence officials from being sued for damages by 
victims of intelligence agency abuses — no matter 
what those abuses are. 

Furthermore, the Carter administration is fighting 
for a statute (Senate bill S„ 1566) which would allow 
the government to wiretap people who are not even 
suspected of committing any crimes. The report is 
avaiJAhle. TrqjB the Project on National Security 
and Civil Liberties, 122 Maryland Ave NE, Washing ~ 

ton. D.C. 20002. -30- 
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TAX EXEMPT FOUNDATION. SUPPORTS. RACIST RESEARCH 

NEW YORK (LNS) --For. over. 20-years, fueled by 
tax exempt status* a. $2 million. trust fund known 
as the Pioneer Futtd ; hAs pursuted the worthy goal 
of "racial betterment* v.llf* bestowing, large grants 
on researchers wh.o are out to. prove the genetic 
inferiority of black people* 

Well-known eugenics spokesmen. Dr « William B* 
Shockley of Stanford, University and Dr* Arthur 
R* Jensen, a psychologist, at, .the University of 
California, have both been, awarded substantial 
Pioneer grants* The. private foundation, headed 
by Attorney Harry F.* . Weyher , a long-time conser- 
vative activist, has also funded a dozen other re- 
searchers at colleges and universities across the 
country, including the. University of Georgia, 
University of Southern Mississippi, and Randolph - 
Maeon College* 

The work Of Shockley, one of the most vocal 
proponents of white racial superiority, has been 
boosted by the Fund. to the tune of $179,000 for 
the past 10 years* And it was recently revealed 
that Dr„ Ralph Scott, a professor of education, 
has used his Pioneer grant for more than laboratory 
research* He has also put it to use organizing 
anti-busing and anti -school integration - seminars 
at .the University: of" IfeTthertr-Iow'a* ' • 

Scientists and laypeople have attacked 
Shockley, Jensen and their associates both for 
their overt commitment to white supremacist ideas 
and policies, and for the shoddy and inaccurate 
experimental techniques used to support racist 
convictions* 

The Genetics Society of America, an eminent 
professional organization,, has issued a formal 
statement denouncing "the misuse of genetics for 
political purposes and the drawing of social con- 
clusions from inadequate data*" 

- 30 - 
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PARDON DECISION FOR WILMINGTON 10 EXPECTED SOON 

NEW YORK (LNS) “Under increasing pressure to 
pardon the Wilmington 10, North Carolina Governor 
James Hunt Jr has announced that he will decide 
before the en4 of January whether to pardon the 
. civil rights activists* 

Governor Hunt's statement came in the wake 
of a ruling by the North. Carolina Appeals Court 
on January 5 which, denied, the 10 a new trial* The 
Appeals Court ruling, exhausted all legal appeals 
in -North Carolina courts and consequently made this, 
Hun t said, "an appropriate time for the Governor 
to make a decision*" James Ferguson, attorney for 
the Wilmington 10, said that he would take the 
case into Federal . court if Governor Hunt did not 
pardon his clients* 

The Wilmington 10, nine black men and one white 
woman, were convicted of. arson in the firebombing 
of a white-owned grocery store in Wilmington, North 
Carolina during two days of civil rights demon- 
strations in 1971. The 10 have based their de- 
mands for a new trial on. evidence that the state 
had used perjured testimony to gain convictions 
against them* Since the trial several key prosecu- 
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tion witnesses have recanted their testimony 
and admitted that it had been concocted under 
pressure from the prosecution* 

Amnesty International recently designated 
the Wilmington 10 as "political prisoners" who 
were unjustly incarcerated because of their po- 
litical views, joining the many organizations 
across the country who for years have called 
for the release of the 10* 
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(See graphics) 

PRISON WOMEN SUE FOR REMOVAL OF MALE GUARDS 

NEW YORK (LNS) --Eleven inmates at the Bedford 
Hills Correctional Facility for Women in upstate 
New York have filed a class action suit for re- 
moval of male guards from certain sections of 
the prison* The suit against New York State 
charges the male guards with repeated instances 
of sexual harassment and invasion of prisoners' 
privacy* 

The male guards were hired early last year 
following a court decision on equal employment 
in the New York Department of Corrections* The 
inmates' suit does not ask for dismissal of the 
guards, but only that they be removed from the 
prison's segregation units, hospital, toilet 
facilities and corridors* And according to 
statements released by Women Free Women in Pri- 
son, a New York prisoner support group , and 
the Prisoners' Rights Project, an organization 
which works for the rights of both men and 
women prisoners, the real issue is not job 
equality but the "right to privacy that each r- 
sex is entitled to*" 

"The presence of men in women's living 
quarters is just another show of threatening 
force* ** another form of humiliation," Women Free 
Women in Prison stated* The Prisoners Rights 
Project is providing lawyers for the women* 

Hearings on the suit began January 3 and a 
decision is expected in the next month* 
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UNPRECEDENTED SUICIDE RATE REPORTED 
AMONG YOUNG BLACK MALES 

NEW YORK (LNS) --Statistics showing a constant 
increase in the suicide rate of young black 
males in the Washington, D*C* area over the 
last six years reflect a national trend, ac- 
cording to D*C* mental health officials* 

The statistics, recently released by the 
D*C* Department of Human Resources (DHR) , show 
that there were 185 suicides by young black males 
in Washington during the last six years* The 
rate of suicides by this group increased from 9*5 
per 100,000 people in 1971 to 15*7 per 100,000 
people in 1975* The study also found that the 
median age of young black males in Washington 
who committed suicide from 1971 to 1975 was 29* 

Dr* Jefferson Alpine, D*C* mental health 
director, said economic factors are the primary 
causes of the steady increase in suicides among 
v^ CONTINpED. QN PAGE 12 ^ . 
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THE WAGES OF PROTECTIONISM 

(Editor *6 note : the following article was 
reprinted from the January issue of Dollars & 

Sense* published by members of the Union for 
Rzdical Political Economics 0 It has been edited 
and shortened by LNS 0 ) 

NEW YORK (LNS) — A poster showing a caricature 
of an Oriental worker standing on a bloodied 
Caucasian hangs on the wall of a Steelworkers union 
local president’s office in Lackawanna, New York, 
where 3,500 steelworkers have been laid off in 
recent months 0 The caption reads, "This man 
no longer wants your job. He has It." 

About 20,000 steelworkers have lost their ■ 
jobs nationwide, and the corporations- — -and some 
government -officials— >claim that unfair foreign 
competition and "dumping" practices are to blame 
for the industry’s woes. In those Industries 
facing competition from abroad — most notably 
steel, consumer electronics and textiles- — 'Company 
and union heads together are pushing for, a policy 
of protectionism, with the AFL-CIO launching a 
lobbying campaign for sweeping new legislation 
against imports. 

But official and corporate claims to the 
contrary, a brief survey of the affected industries 
reveals that much of the blame must be placed on 
the actions of the UoS 0 companies themselves 0 

Steel 

The reason for the troubles of American steel 
companies can be traced more accurately to past 
investment practices 0 With a near monopoly on 
steel production for years after World War II, 

Uo So companies were slow to invest their capital to 
convert to new techniques such as basic oxygen 
furnaces and continuous casting . As a result, 
steel production per labor hour has risen 100% 
since 1967 in Japan- -and only 16% in the UcS. 

Steel executives like to blame high U.S. wages 
for their inability to match foreign prices. But 
from 1964-1974, labor costs per ton of steel rose 
50% in the U.S. and over 100% in Japan, France and 
West Germany o 

Another industry sob story is that the Japan- 
ese have been playing dirty by "dumping" steel 
(selling it below cost, or below their price on 
domestic sales) to undercut UcS. producers o- This 
claim has also been refuted — by the brokerage firm 
Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith and by an 
exhaustive, soon-to-be-published study by Hans 
Mueller and Kiyoshi Kawahlto , two Tennessee econo- 
mists o Mueller and Kawahito argue that the dumping 
charges are based on misinterpretations of published 
Japanese price data, and that in fact Japanese 
export prices have been above Japanese domestic 
prices in each of five major types of steel 
throughout the 1970’ s. 

Textile and Clothing 

Like the steel industry, both a symptom and 
cause of the decline of American textiles has been 
the industry’s failure to make sufficient invest- 
ments in its own technology. Only now are pro- 
ducers beginning to lay out significant sums for 
new plants and equipment. 


In 1976, textile and clothing imports 
jumped to a total of $5.3 billion, and unions 
and management are pushing for the Carter 
administration to slash the annual growth rate 
of Imports o 

The effects of "cheap foreign imports" on 
the industry are said to be extensive c Between July 
1975 and- February 1977, 39,000 apparel workers 
were certified to receive government aid for 
workers , displaced by imports- . Forbes magazine 
puts- the figure of jobs lost to imports since 1973 
at 200,000. 

However, a rising proportion of UoS 0 clothing 
workers are beginning to lose their jobs to 
imports by U.S. companies rather than foreign 
manufacturers o Item 807 of the U o S 0 Tariff Code 
allows domestic manufacturers to send parts abroad 
for assembly in low-wage areas, and then return 
the products, paying duty only on the value 
added abroad 0 

. Clothing imports under Item 807 are growing 
rapidly: from 1970 to 1975 they Increased by 

more than 450%, while imports from foreign 
manufacturers did not quite -double 0 About one 
tenth of all clothing Imports, are brought in by 
U ©So companies, mainly from their operations In 
Mexico. 

Electronics 

The situation in the electronics industry 
is more complicated. While the UoS 0 and Japan 
have agreed to restrict Japanese color television . 
exports to the U. S. by 40%, Zenith, for example, 
has decided to move its own color television module 
board and chassis assembly to lower wage plants in 
Taiwan and. Mexico. Sweeping layoffs will total 
5,60.0 over the next year, fully one fourth of the 
company’s total UoS. labor force 0 

It seems that at least Japanese capitalists 
believe that it’s possible to run factories 
at a profit in the U.S., however D ' ironically. 

Zenith is leaving the U.S. at a time when Japanese 
and other competitors are moving to the U.S„ in 
force. 

Matsushita has taken over Motorola’s TV oper- 
ations (renamed Quasar)-; Sanyo has bought Warwick 
(which makes sets for Sears); Phillips, a Dutch 
company, has bought Magnavox; Hitachi Is beginning 
a joint venture with General Electric to make 
TV. sets here; and Sony is already manufacturing 
60% of the color sets it sells in the U.S. at 
a big San Diego plant. 

The Japanese companies’ strategy Is similar 
to that- of Up So corporations around the world: 
sales to a major foreign market (such as Brazil, 
Iran, or — for the Japanese--the UoS.) often 
lead to production there.' Moving the factories 
to the markets forestalls nationalist moves against 
imports, and'' guards against potentially damaging 
fluctuations in exchange rates, and other disrup- 
tions of international trade. 

Another reversal is taking place in the semi- 
conductor industry,, which produces the miniature 
• circuits used in pocket' calculators and many other 
machines. U.S. producers, once staunch advocates 
of free trade because of the benefits they long 
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enjoyed from overseas production, have begun to 
lobby for tariffs ox quotas on Japanese imports. 

The industry's lament is familiar: Japanese 

manufacturers are receiving an "unfair" subsidy 
from their government in the form of a $225 million 
research and development grant. 

Yet the very existence of the U.S. semi- 
conductor industry results from the Pentagon's 
force-feeding of some $1 billion into circuit 
development. The industry also continues to 
benefit from U.S. laws which allow low faxes on 
foreign production and from the DISC (Domestic 
International Sales Corporation) arrangements for 
exports which permit indefinite tax deferrals on 
a portion of foreign sales. 

A Non-Protectionist Labor Response 

Why do the heads of labor unions respond to 
the layoffs by allying with U.S. business to 
demand more tariffs and quotas? The conserva- 
tism of the AFL-CIO's top leadership has for 
decades steered unions away from any ch^Jenges 
to U.S. corporate and government actions abroad. 

But even for many less conservative trade unionists, 
protectionism is often put forth as the only 
solution. 

There are, however, better alternatives. The 
most important is cooperation with unions in 
"competing" countries against multinational 
employers. The value of such cooperation has 
been demonstrated by Western European rubber and 
chemical workers, organized through the Inters, 
national Federation of Chemical and General 
Workers Union (ICF) . A 1971-72 campaigh/'egainst 
Michelin which included workers from 12 countries _ 
forced the giant tire company to negotiate with 
strikers for the first time in its 83-year 
history. 

First, Michelin workers in Germany and 
Italy refused to work overtime during a strike at 
a French Michelin plant. Later, sympathy strikes 
and demonstrations in Britain and France aided 
the workers in Italy's Michelin plants who had 
occupied one plant and shut down four others. 

Faced with such tactics, Michelin could no longer 
shift production to other less troublesome plants 
around the world, as it had in the past. 

Another IFC-coordinated effort in 1972 
prevented Akzo, a Durdh^baied chemical firm, from 
shutting down three plants in the Netherlands, 

West Germany and Belgium. Workers occupied the 
Dutch plant, and the next day workers at the 
German plant held a sympathy strike. After talks 
with the unions involved, Akzo cancelled the 
shut-downs, "in view of strong reactions." 

At the same time, AFL-CIO European represen- 
tative Paul Barton had said, "you can't get labor 
unions in one country to sacrifice their pay to 
support a strike in another country. It just 
won't work." 

Most of the countries that companies run away 
to are governed by U. S. -supported regimes that 
prevent unionization and keep down wages. To slow 
down these runaway shops, unions could also work 
for an end to all military and economic aid to 
repressive, anti-labor regimes abroad. -30- 
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FARMERS ORGANIZE— continued from page 4 

ambitious, certainly, than farmers' demands 
of the 1890 's , when Populists called for a 
graduated income tax as well as public owner- 
ship of railroads, telegraph and telephone 
companies, and the excess lands held by rail- 
roads and other corporations. 

But if the farmers 1 demands are more 
limited, the forces fencing them in are not. 
Farming and farm products, more and more, 
have become controlled by corporate interests 
using wage labor, with less and less room for t.. 
the family farm between. 

- 30 - 
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SUICIDE RATE AMONG YOUNG BLACKS- -continued from 
page 10 : 

young adult black males. "Suicides tend to 
be more of a class illness," he said. 

Alpine, who is black, said this increasing- 
ly suicidal group includes either unemployed, 
lower-class black men who are despondent and 
feel a sense of worthlessness, or middle-class 
black men who become frustrated by racial/ 
economic obstacles that hinder success. 

"Our economic situation at this time 
in history has something to do with it... If 
some of these young blacks could keep busy, 
work or something, they wouldn't manifest many 
of these destructive tendencies," he said. 

A sense of hopelessness, economic inse- 
curity and the often futile quest for economic 
success can snowball to a suicidal aqt , con- 
tends Dr. Paa-Bekos Welbeck, former director 
of a suicide prevention program at Michigan 
State University. According to Welbeck, 

"Black Hatred of '‘blacks , the f eelTn g of ' . 
hopelessness even by those who have managed,, 
to get training and education, is unprecedented. 
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QUEBEC LABOR FEDERATION COMES OUT AGAINST 
APARTHEID 

NEW YORK (LNS) --Delegates at a Quebec 
Federation of Trade Unions convention 
unanimously adopted an emergency resolution 
against aparthe^in South Africa in late 
December, according to the Canadian Tribune . 

QFL members will support the boycott 
of South African products and also press 
the governments of Quebec and Canada to 
halt all economic, political, cultural, 
sport and tourist relations with South 
Africa. 

-30- 
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Statements of the Government of Democratic Kampuchea and the 
Government of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam 
on Border Dispute 


Following are the complete official statements received by Liberation News Service from the Govern- 
ment of Democratic Kampuchea and the Government of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam concerning the 
current border issue. Both statements were released on December 31, 1977. These statements, the primary 
source of information on the subject, have not been published elsewhere in the U.S. in their entirety. 


STATEMENT OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 
SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM ON VIET 
NAM - KAMPUCHEA BORDER ISSUE 


Viet Nam and Kampuchea are two neighbouring 
countries, two fraternal countries. A great friendship, 
built and fostered in a long struggle lasting almost a cen- 
tury against colonialism and in the struggle against the 
U.S. imperialist aggressors and their henchmen in par- 
ticular, has bound the peoples of the two countries and 
the two communist parties of Viet Nam and Kampu- 
chea. This special relationship was a decisive factor for 
the complete victories of the Vietnamese revolution and 
the Kampuchean revolution. As the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party of Kampuchea stressed in its 
message on January 30, 1975, to the Central Committee 
of the then Viet Nam Workers* Party, “...the Commu- 
nist Party of Kampuchea and the Kampuchean people, 
and the Viet Nam Workers’ Party and the Vietnamese 
people have built with their blood an unbreakable mili- 
tant solidarity and fraternal friendship.” 

The Communist Party of Viet Nam, the Government 
of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam and the Viet- 
namese people have developed these fine relations of 
fraternal friendship and comradeship between the peo- 
ples of the two countries and between the two parties. 
We have made all-out efforts to consolidate and 
strengthen our mutual trust, our sincere long-term co- 
operation, and our mutual assistance on the principles 
of complete equality, of respect for each other’s sover- 
eignty and territory, and of non-interference in each 
other’s internal affairs. The Communist Party of Viet 
Nam, the Government of the Socialist Republic of Viet 
Nam and the Vietnamese people have at all times re- 
spected the independence, sovereignty, territorial integ- 
rity and freedom of other countries, considering this as 
a correct policy to defend our own national indepen- 
dence. 

It is the policy of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam 
that the border and territory issue between Viet Nam 
and Kampuchea should be settled with Democratic 
Kampuchea on the basis of respect for each other’s 
territorial sovereignty, and also by consolidating and 
promoting the relations of solidarity and fraternal co- 
operation between the two countries, thereby building a 
permanent border of friendship between Viet Nam and 
Kampuchea on the principles of fairness and reason. 

The Party and the Government of Viet Nam have 
consistently pursued this policy. But it is regrettable that 
Kampuchea has created an increasing tension on the 
border, making the relations between the two countries 
deteriorate seriously. 

As early as the beginning of May 1975, Kampuchea 
employed its armed forces in attacks on Phu Quoc and 
Tho Chu islands, during which more than 500 civilians 
were carried off, and in incursions into Viet Nam’s ter- 
ritory at different places from Ha Tien to Tay Ninh. In 
December 1975 Kampuchean armed forces again at- 
tacked and occupied Vietnamese territory in the pro- 
vinces of Gia Lai - Kontum and Darlac. 

Most serious has been the period since April 1977, 
when Kampuchea fielded a great force made up of many 
divisions. This force, with massive fire support provided 
by many cannons and mortars positioned in Kampu- 
chea, has made many concerted attacks on almost all 
the border areas from Ha Tien to Tay Ninh. Kampu- 
chean armed forces have repeatedly shelled many popu- 
lous areas and new economic zones, including areas far 
behind the border, such as Chau Doc Town and the 
townships of Ha Tien and Tinh Bien. These attacks 
were combined with looting and burning and sacking of 
pagodas, schools and hospitals. At many places, Kam- 
puchean troops have perpetrated utterly inhuman 
crimes, raping, tearing foetuses from mothers’ wombs, 
disembowelling adults, burning children alive. Many en- 
tire families have been butchered. Kampuchean troops 
have caused very great losses in lives and property to the 
local population. At some places thousands of inhabi- 
tants have been killed or wounded, thousands of houses 
and property of other kinds destroyed, and tens of thou- 
sands of civilians have had to move farther from the 
border for security. The peaceful labour of the Viet- 
namese people along the border is being seriously 
sabotaged. 

Kampuchea has whipped up a deep and broad cam- 
paign among the people and army of Kampuchea aimed 
at sowing enmity toward the Vietnamese nation. On the 
propaganda front, with the design of slandering Viet 
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STATEMENT ISSUED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF 
DEMOCRATIC KAMPUCHEA FOR THE ATTEN- 
TION OF ALL FRIENDS, NEAR OR FAR, IN THE 
FIVE CONTINENTS AND OF THE WORLD 
OPINION 

Repeated acts of large-scale and systematic aggression 
and invasion having the characteristic of a non-declared 
war, perpetrated by surprise by the army of the “Social- 
ist Republic of Vietnam” against the territory of Demo- 
cratic Kampuchea following a pre-established plan, in- 
duce the Government of Democratic Kampuchea to 
issue the following statement: 

1 — Since September 1977, the army of the “Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam” including many divisions of in- 
fantry dispatched from Hanoi with many hundreds of 
armoured cars and many hundreds of pieces of heavy 
artillery, with sometimes air support, has launched 
systematic and large-scale aggressions of invasion 
against Democratic Kampuchea with intent to loot pad- 
dy crops in the East region, at Trapeang Phlong, Stung, 
Krek, Memot. After that, in November 1977, the army 
of the “Socialist Republic of Vietnam” has launched 
aggressions of invasion against the province of Svay 
Rieng and penetrated deeply on dozens of kilometers in- 
to the districts of Rumduol, Prasaut, Kompong Rau, 
Chantrea. In December 1977, it has launched again 
large-scale aggressions of invasion against the province 
of Takeo, in the districts of Koh Andet and Kirivong 
and against the province of Kampot in the district of 
Kompong Trach with intent to loot also paddy crops 
and massacre the population. At the same time, the 
aggression army of the “Socialist Republic of Vietnam” 
has every day harassed, shelled, fired with machine-gun 
at other places in the territory of Democratic Kampu- 
chea as in the provinces of Rattanakiri, Mondulkiri, 
Kratie, Prey Veng and Kandal, in the regions con- 
tiguous or near to the frontier Kampuchea- Vietnam. 
During these aggressions, the army of the “Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam” has looted paddy crops on 2,000 
to 3,000 hectares belonging to the people of Kampuchea 
at Trapeang Phlong, Stung, Krek, Memot, on more 
than 4,000 hectares in the province of Svay Rieng, on 
more than 2,000 hectares at Koh Andet and Kirivong in 
the province of Takeo. During these aggressions against 
the territory of Kampuchea, the army of the “Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam” has mobilized in each place many 
thousands of Vietnamese people and many reaping- 
machines to loot paddy crops of Kampuchea in the pad- 
dy-fields and granaries and has carried away with them 
many thousand tons of paddy. Besides, the Vietnamese 
aggression army wants to sabotage the economy of 
Kampuchea in destroying plantations of rubber and set- 
ting forests on fire. It has fired with machine-guns at 
young and old people; it has burnt the houses of the 
population, robbed the cattle, poultry and estates of the 
population, ill-treated, raped women and killed them 
after its heinous crimes like or more than the mercen- 
aries of Thieu-Ky and of South Korea did before. At 
present, acts of aggression are perpetrating in the most 
barbarous way against the territory of Democratic 
Kampuchea and its people, making many devastations 
and losses. The Vietnamese aggression army has 
revealed its nature of the most barbarous aggression 
army against Democratic Kampuchea and its innocent 
people. All these acts are indubitable criminal acts cer- 
tified by innumerable evidences and exhibits on the ter- 
ritory of Kampuchea. The people of Kampuchea do not 
tolerate these acts. They have valiantly responded and 
repelled the aggression troops of the “Socialist Republic 
of Vietnam” that have come and violated the territory 
of Kampuchea, imposing on them successive defeats on 
the battle-fields. 

2— What are the reasons which have induced the ar- 
my of the “Socialist Republic of Vietnam” to perpe- 
trate these acts of invasion, aggression, destruction and 
looting against the territory of Democratic Kampuchea 
and its innocent people? 

According to the innumerable evident tokens and the 
strategic political basis of Vietnam, these reasons are the 
following: 

—The immediate reason is that the Vietnamese 
aggression army has violated and invaded the territory 
of Kampuchea with intent to loot the rice, cattle, 
poultry of the people of Kampuchea to solve its scarcity 
of food. Slogans used by Vietnam for educating its ar- 
my say: “If you don’t go and fight in Kampuchea, you 
will die of starvation; if you go and take its rice, you will 
have a chance to survive.” At the same time, the Viet- 
namese aggression army destroys the cultures, villages, 
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cooperatives of Kampuchea’s people and put obstacles 
of all kinds in order not to allow Democratic Kam- 
puchea to live in peace, not to allow the people of Kam- 
puchea to improve their standard of living and to build 
up their country in independence, sovereignty and coun- 
ting on their own forces and so to allow the “Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam” to easily aggress, invade, annex 
and swallow the territory of Kampuchea, at the present 
time or in the future. 

—But the fundamental reason is that the “Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam,” since a long time, has the strate- 
gical aim to make Kampuchea participate in an “Indo- 
china Federation” under the Vietnamese thumb. Since 
many dozen years, founding upon this strategic political 
basis, Vietnam has always exerted pressures, coercions 
and carried out provocative activities against Kam- 
puchea in order not to allow it to live in full indepen- 
dence and sovereignty, and to constrain it to participate 
in an “Indochina Federation” of the Vietnamese 
obedience so that Vietnam can annex and swallow the 
territory of Kampuchea after a definite period. Accor- 
ding to Vietnam, if it can do so, with an immigration of 
500,000 to more than one million Vietnamese people to 
Kampuchea, in 30 years at the very most, the Viet- 
namese population will be a majority in Kampuchea. 

3— With regard to these acts perpetrated by Vietnam, 
Kampuchea with its desire to live in good neighbour- 
hood as genuine friends, has kept a stand of maturity 
and wisdom and has worked for the solidarity with 
Vietnam. But at the same time, it has always firmly 
abided by the position of independence, sovereignty and 
self-reliance, the honour and dignity of its nation and 
people. Facing the correct position of Kampuchea, 
Vietnam has fomented numerous schemes and carried 
out many criminal acts. For example, it has organized a 
handful of Khmer traitors to set up a new Party to its 
devotion in order to destroy the Communist Party of 
Kampuchea. When Vietnamese troops had come and 
sought refuges and installed themselves on the territory 
of Kampuchea since 1965 and particularly after the 
coup d’etat of 18 March 1970, Vietnam organized 
secretly hooligans to set up apart an army of Kam- 
puchea as an instrument of Vietnam on the territory of 
Kampuchea, and to set up apart a state power of Kam- 
puchea as an instrument of Vietnam on the territory of 
Kampuchea, using them as forces of Vietnam against 
the revolutionary power of Kampuchea under the 
leadership of the Communist Party of Kampuchea in 
order to attack it, to divide and destroy the Revolu- 
tionary Army of Kampuchea etc... But from 1965 to 
1975 the people and the Revolutionary Army of Kam- 
puchea successively defeated all these Vietnamese plans 
one after another until they won the total and definitive 
victory of 17 April 1975 under the just leadership of the 
Communist Party of Kampuchea. Nevertheless, im- 
mediately after the liberation of Kampuchea, the Viet- 
namese army aggressed the island of Koh Way belong- 
ing to Kampuchea and at the same time, according to its 
nature of annexationist and swallower of territory, it 
has unceasingly hurled defiance at Kampuchea in order 
to annex it, from with nibbles of some centimeters of 
territory to encroachments on many dozen kilometers. 
It has fired with machine-guns, shelled Democratic 
Kampuchea, along the frontiers. It has occupied the 
territory of Kampuchea and unscrupulously installed it- 
self on many places in the provinces of Rattanakiri and 
Mondulkiri, in the East and the South West regions of 
Kampuchea. In fact, all these places belong to Kam- 
puchea and were nothing but refuges that the Viet- 
namese army has asked permission to install from 1965 
to 1975 on the territory of Kampuchea when it did not 
know where to take cover in South Vietnam. That is its 
ungrateful nature of crocodile! 

From generation to generation, from the time of the 
struggle against French colonialists, Vietnam has incul- 
cated upon its cadres and its army that Kampuchea ab- 
solutely must participate in an “Indochina Federation,” 
otherwise, Vietnam could never become a big power in 
South East Asia. Still today, one topic of its education is 
to consider Kampuchea as the Vietnam’s enemy number 
one to be conquered at all costs. These are the position 
and the political line of the Vietnamese Party. In 1975 
and 1976, Vietnam has unceasingly carried out acts of 
aggression and criminal attempts of coup d’etat to 
overthrow the regime of Democratic Kampuchea 
through a handful of traitors, agents of Vietnam. 
Facing all these acts, Democratic Kampuchea has been 
always patient and has sought always means of solving 
the problem with a spirit of friendship. But Vietnam has 
considered this position of friendship and solidarity of 
Democratic Kampuchea as a frightened position towar- 
ds it and has sought nothing but to plot all kinds of 
schemes of intimidation and threat against Democratic 
Kampuchea. 

4 — In another connection, in 1975, 1976 and 1977, 
Vietnam has deployed many diplomatic activities on the 
international arena to slander Democratic Kampuchea 
and to cause people to believe that Democratic Kam- 
puchea provoked and aggressed Vietnam. Through these 
activities carried out according to a settled plan, Viet- 
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Viet Nam continued from pane 13 

Nam and confusing public opinion, the Kampuchean 
press and radio keep releasing reports alleging that Viet 
Nam has carried out acts of aggression, intervention 
and subversion against Kampuchea. 

In face of these continuous violations of Vietnamese 
territory by Kampuchea the people and armed forces of 
Viet Nam in the border areas have been forced to fight 
in self-defence, to safeguard their territorial sovereign- 
ty, and to protect their lives, property, and peaceful 
existence. 

At the same time, the Communist Party of Viet Nam 
and the Government of the Socialist Republic of Viet 
Nam have persistently undertaken to hold negotiations 
with the Communist Party of Kampuchea and the Gov- 
ernment of Democratic Kampuchea with the aim of 
quickly settling the border question between the two 
countries. Early in April 1976, the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party of Viet Nam and the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of Kampuchea 
agreed that leadership of the two parties would meet in 
June 1976. To prepare for this meeting, early in May 
1976, the two sides held a preparatory meeting in 
Phnom Penh. This meeting was under way when it had 
to be postponed at Kampuchea’s request. Afterwards, 
Viet Nam several times proposed a resumption of the 
meeting, but Kampuchea did not respond. At the pre- 
paratory meeting in May 1976, the two sides agreed on 
three concrete measures aimed at increasing solidarity 
and solving border conflicts. These measures were: that 
the two sides strive to educate the cadres, combatants 
and peoples of their respective countries in the border 
areas to strengthen solidarity and friendship and avoid 
conflicts; all conflicts must be settled in a spirit of soli- 
darity, friendship, and mutual respect; and the liaison 
committees of the two sides must investigate the conflic- 
ts and meet to settle them . 

Viet Nam has done all it could to strictly implement 
the three measures agreed upon. It is regrettable that 
Kampuchea has not only failed to do the same but has 
also continued its violations of Viet Nam’s territorial 
sovereignty iri a systematic and ever more serious man- 
ner. 

On June 7, 1977, the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of Viet Nam and the Government of 
the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam sent another letter to 
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Kam- 
puchea and the Government of Democratic Kampuchea 
proposing that meetings be held as early as possible 
between high-ranking leaders of the two parties and the 
two governments so as to solve the border issue between 
the two countries. 

In their letter of reply dated June 18, 1977, the Cen- 
tral Committee of the Party and the Government of 
Kampuchea considered that such meetings were neces- 
sary but proposed that they be resumed only after “a 
period of time until the situation returns to normal, 
without further border conflicts...” However, it was 
precisely at the time that Kampuchea increased its 
military atacks, its encroachments upon Vietnamese ter- 
ritory and its massacre of Vietnamese civilians, sabotag- 
ing the peaceful labour of the Vietnamese people in 
border provinces, particularly Kien Giang, An Giang, 
Dong Thap, Long An and Tay Ninh. 

The truth about developments at the border and 
Kampuchea’s criminal actions over the past two years 
flatly refutes the slanders against Viet Nam made in the 
statement of December 31, 1977, of the Government of 
Democratic Kampuchea. This is a very crude distortion 
of the actual developments at the border between the 
two countries, a distortion which seriously hurts the 
existing close sentiments between the two peoples. These 
slanders run entirely counter to what was clearly ex- 
pounded in the message of February 3, 1976, sent by the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party of Kampu- 
chea to the Central Committee of the then Viet Nam 
Workers’ Party that “the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of Kampuchea expresses its deepest 
gratitude to the Viet Nam Workers’ Party and the Viet- 
namese people for the support and assistance they have 
reserved for the Communist Party of Kampuchea 
during the revolutionary war for national liberation and 
people’s liberation as well as in the new historical stage 
of Kampuchea after liberation.” 

Loyal to its consistent line, the Government of the 
Socialist Republic of Viet Nam solemnly declares: Viet 
Nam is resolved to defend her independence, sovereign- 
ty and territorial integrity and at the same time always 
respects Kampuchea’s independence, sovereignty and 
territorial integrity, and does all she can to preserve the 
militant solidarity and great friendship between Viet 
Nam and Kampuchea. This is a principled stand, a just, 
unalterable stand of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam. 

Once again, the Government of the Socialist Republic 
of Viet Nam proposes that the two sides meet as early as 
possible, at whatever level, so as to together solve the 
border issue between the two countries in a spirit of bro- 
therly friendship. 

The peoples of the two countries have for decades 
struggled shoulder to shoulder against the imperialist 
aggressors to recover the independence and freedom of 
each country, and have won glorious victory. Both the 
immediate and long-term interests of the Vietnamese as 
well as of the Kampuchean peoples require that *hey 
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continue to maintain solidarity and friendship on the 
basis of respect for each other’s independence, sover- 
eignty and territorial integrity, non-interference in each 
other’s internal affairs, and co-operation and mutual 
assistance in the cause of defending their countries and 
the revolutionary gains which each nation has obtained 
at the cost of tremendous sacrifice and hardship. 

The people and the Government of the Socialist 
Republic of Viet Nam believe that in the immediate and 
long-term interests of the two nations, the border issue 
between the two countries will certainly be solved with 
success. This is an earnest desire of the two peoples and 
also a hope of the peace-loving peoples in this region 
and elsewhere in the world. The great friendship and 
militant solidarity between the peoples of the two coun- 
tries are everlasting and nothing can break them. 

Ha Noi, December 31, 1977 


Kampuchea continued from page 13 

nam aims at misleading and preparing the world 
opinion at isolating Democratic Kampuchea in order to 
facilitate its military aggression against Democratic 
Kampuchea. 

5 — Facing all these criminal acts. Democratic Kam- 
puchea has steadfastly abided by its position which con- 
sists to always seek friendship with Vietnam and has 
striven to always seek solutions with a spirit of friend- 
ship. Indeed Democratic Kampuchea considers that 
only such a position can lead to a solution to the 
problem between the two countries. In June 1975, just 
after the liberation of Kampuchea, in spite of at that 
time Vietnam was invading and seeking to annex the 
Kampuchea’s island Koh Way, and Kampuchea had to 
face many important and numerous problems, 
Comrade Secretary of the Communist Party of Kam- 
puchea, Comrade Deputy-Secretary of the Communist 
Party of Kampuchea, Comrade Deputy-Prime Minister 
in charge of Foreign Affairs led a Delegation of the 
Communist Party of Kampuchea to Hanoi in order to 
seek with the Vietnamese side a solution to the problem 
of frontiers based on the principle of mutual respect for 
independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity, of non- 
interference in each other’s internal affairs, non- 
aggression and equality, and conformable to the 
decision taken in 1966 by the Government of Kam- 
puchea and the National Liberation Front of South 
V ; etnam. But at that time, the Vietnamese side did not 
take into consideration the proposals imbued with 
goodwill made by the Kampuchea’s side and it did not 
take pains to talk about them. In May 1976, always en- 
dowed with its constant desire to solve the problem of 
frontiers between Kampuchea and Vietnam with a spirit 
of friendship, the Government of Democratic Kam- 
puchea invited the Vietnamese side to come and enter 
into negotiations in Phnom Penh. The Vietnamese side 
came to Democratic Kampuchea in behaving with an 
unfriendly attitude without any desire to solve the 
problem of frontiers. It took a condescending attitude 
showing that it came and negotiated only on the request 
of Kampuchea and not because it wanted to do so. As 
for the Kampuchea’s side which is endowed with good- 
will and spirit of friendship, it did not dig up old ac- 
counts as those of the island Koh Tral, the various 
groups of islands and territories in Kampuchea Krom 
which were territories of Kampuchea cut off by the 
French colonialists to set up their colony of “Cochin- 
china.” On the contrary, the Vietnamese delegation has 
attempted to reconsider the frontier of Kampuchea- 
Vietnam, particularly the maritime frontier, introducing 
plans of annexation of a big part of the seas of Kam- 
puchea. The Vietnamese delegation has rejected entirely 
the delimitation of the maritime frontier that the Viet- 
nam side itself has recognized solemnly in 1966 as State 
frontier between Kampuchea and Vietnam, alleging as a 
pretext that Vietnam had taken that decision at that 
time especially for the needs of its war against the U.S. 
imperialists. In June 1977, the Vietnamese side, on the 
one hand has continued to carry out its acts of provoca- 
tion and aggression along the frontier of Kampuchea, 
but on the other hand it has feigned to propose to the 
Kampuchea side a meeting for negotiations upon the 
problem of frontiers in order to lull the vigilance of 
Kampuchea and invade it by surprise. However, the 
Kampuchea side has answered and pronounced in 
favour of the principle to settle the problem of frontiers 
through negotiations. It has proposed repeatedly to the 
Vietnamese side to stop all acts of aggression against 
Kampuchea in order to create a preliminary favourable 
atmosphere of detente and mutual confidence which 
would allow the negotiations to attain good results in 
conformity with the interests of the two countries. But 
the Vietnamese side chose not to take into consideration 
the goodwill of Democratic Kampuchea. Furthermore, 
the Vietnamese aggression army continues to perpetrate 
acts of aggression, violation, machine-gunning, shelling 
along the frontiers of Kampuchea until it launches the 
present systematic large-scale aggression and invasion, 
behaving as a “Big Power” of South East Asia, and 
adhering to a similar stand to that of Hitler who had in- 
vaded Czechoslovakia in 1939, in contempt of inter- 
national laws, world opinion and morals. But the 
Revolutionary Army of Kampuchea with its glorious 
tradition of heroism is determined to repel the 
aggression of the Vietnamese army every time that it oc- 
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curs, and from 1975, it has repelled with success. 

6— In 1977, the accredited Vietnamese Ambassador 
has not stayed in Democratic Kampuchea and is 
replaced by a Charge d’Affaires. As for Democratic 
Kampuchea, until now, with its goodwill towards Viet- 
nam, it has always maintained its Ambassador in Hanoi 
because it wishes to solve the problem of frontiers in 
the spirit of friendship and on the basis of mutual 
respect for independence, sovereignty and territorial in- 
tegrity. 

7— For all these above-mentioned reasons, and as the 
people and the Revolutionary Army of Kampuchea 
have to stand up against the cruel and barbarous acts of 
aggression and invasion of the Vietnamese aggression 
army, the Government of Democratic Kampuchea, with 
the agreement of the Standing Committee of the 
Assembly of the People’s Representatives of Kam- 
puchea convened in Special Session under Comrade 
Nuon Chea’s Chairmanship on 25 December 1977, 
decides to issue this statement to inform all friends near 
or far of Democratic Kampuchea and the world opinion 
in order that they are clearly aware of the acts of 
aggression of the army of the “Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam” against the territory of Democratic Kam- 
puchea and the true nature of Vietnam annexationist 
and swallower of the territory of Kampuchea. The 
people of Kampuchea have the sacred aspiration to live 
in peace, honour and dignity, in an independent and 
sovereign Kampuchea with its territorial integrity. The 
cause defended by the people of Kampuchea is a just 
cause for they oppose the new acts of injustice, and at 
all costs, they do not want to be enfeoffed to anyone or 
to live as slaves. The Government of Democratic Kam- 
puchea is convinced that all friends of Democratic 
Kampuchea near or far and all the the justice and in- 
dependence-loving world opinion except imperialists, 
reactionaries, expansionists and their supporters, will 
support the just cause of the people of Kampuchea. The 
people of Kampuchea surely will triumph over the un- 
just acts of aggression perpetrated by the Vietnamese 
aggression army. 

8 — During Vietnamese invasions of Democratic 
Kampuchea’s territory in 1977 there are foreigners who 
serve as advisers, experts or commanding officers in 
units of artillery and armoured-cars forming a part of 
their aids. These foreigners have taken part in command 
on the battle-fields along the frontier and have broken 
into the Kampuchea’s territory in certain points near the 
frontier where the Vietnamese army has installed itself. 

The Government of Democratic Kampuchea con- 
siders that any Government and any foreigner entirely 
have the right to come and assist as economic, cultural, 
technical, scientific, military advisers or experts in any 
country in pursuance of the sovereignty of that country. 
But if these foreigners, advisers, experts or commanding 
officers take part in the attacks, aggression or invasion 
against Democratic Kampuchea, the Government of 
Democratic Kampuchea considers them and their 
Governments as direct aggressors of Democratic Kam- 
puchea and its people. 

Consequently, the Government of Democratic Kam- 
puchea issues a serious warning to these foreigners and 
these Governments to immediately stop their acts of 
interference and aggression against Democratic Kam- 
puchea. The Government of Democratic Kampuchea 
and the people of Kampuchea have never put difficulties 
in your way. Consequently, if you persist in your acts 
you will assume entire responsibility. 

9 — Democratic Kampuchea firmly abides by its 
foreign policy as stipulated in its Constitution: 

“Democratic Kampuchea is endowed with goodwill 
and is firmly determined to maintain close and friendly 
relations with all countries having common borders with 
her, and with all countries near or far throughout the 
world on the strict basis of mutual respect for sover- 
eignty and territorial integrity. 

“Democratic Kampuchea abides by a policy of in- 
dependence, peace, neutrality, non-alignment. No 
foreign country whatever is allowed to establish military 
base on her territory. She resolutely stands against any 
foreign interference in her internal affairs and resolutely 
fights against all subversive and aggressive acts from 
outside whether they are military, political, cultural, 
economic, social, diplomatic or those so-called humani- 
tarian acts. 

“Democratic Kampuchea never interferes with inter- 
nal affairs of any country. She scrupulously abides by 
the principle that every country is sovereign and has the 
right to dispose and decide by itself its internal affairs 
without any foreign interference. 

“Democratic Kampuchea resolutely places herself in 
the great family of non-aligned countries. 

“Democratic Kampuchea does her utmost to develop 
her solidarity with the Third-World peoples in Asia, 
Africa and Latin America and with all peace-and- 
justice-loving peoples in the world, and to promote ac- 
tive mutual aid and support to the struggle against im- 
perialism, colonialism and neo-colonialism, for genuine 
independence, peace, friendship, democracy, justice 
and progress in the world.” 

This is our sacred, constant and unshakeable stand. 

Phnom Penh, December 31, 1977 
THE. GOVERNMENT 
OF DEMOCRATIC KAMPUCHEA 
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TOP RIGHT: Georgia farmers Reg 
Allens, Hiram Henderson arid 
Clay Simpson (Lto R) in front 
of McDonough, Georgia Assem- 
bly Hall, local headquarters 
for the American Agricultural 
Movement strike. Their hats 
say s "We support agricultural 
strike." January 2, 1978. 

CREDITs Laurie Leif er/LNS 

SEE STORY PAGE 4 


TOP LEFT § On Strike! "The hoys" 
debating the pros and cons of 
organizing at the January 2, 
1978 farmers meeting in McPono 
McDonough, Georgia. 

CREDITs Laurie Leif er/LNS 

SEE STORY PAGE 4 
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BOTTOM RIGHTs Demonstrators 
outside the Brooklyn Criminal 
Court Building in Brooklyn, 

New York, on the first day of 
Joan Little’s extradition 
hearings. The demonstration 
was in support of Joan Little’s 
fight not to return to North 
Carolina. January 6, 1978. 

CREDITs LNS Women’s Graphics 

SEE STORY PAGE 6 
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BOTTOM LEFT? Gay deomonstra- 
tion in New York City the 
weekend of January 7? 1978, 
protesting the recent crack 
down on The Body Politic , a 
Canadian gay publication, 
by Canadian authorities. 

CREDITs Peter A. Mellillo/LNS 

LOOK FOR ARTICLE NEXT PACKET 
(#895) 
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TOP RIGHT CREDITS Peg Ayerill/LNS 
GOES WITH STORY ON PAGE 5 
(#894) 


MIDDLE RIGHT CREDIT: Peg Aver ill/LNS 
GOES WITH STORY ON PAGE 1 


BOTTOM RIGHT CREDITS Fred Wright/LNS 
COULD GO WITH STORY PAGE 11 
(#894) 


TOP LEFT CREDIT: Peg Aver ill/LNS 
GOES WITH STORY ON PAGE 2 
(#894) 


UPPER MIDDLE LEFT CREDIT s 
ANS/LNS 

COULD GO WITH STORY ON 
PAGE 6 

(#894) 


LOWER MIDDLE LEFT CREDITS 
Young Socialist/LNS 


BOTTOM LEFT CREDITS Peg Averill/ 
LNS 

GOES WITH STORY ON PAGE 10 
(#894) 
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1977 LNS INDEX INSIDE 


NATIONAL 


SEXISM/EDUCATION: Yale Sexual Harassment Case to be Heard 

460 wds 19 

STERILIZATION: Teaching Hospitals Violate Sterilization 

Guidelines 

650 wds . , . ; .20 

NUCLEAR POWER: Oregon Anti -Nuke Activists Fight Radioactive 

Waste Storage 

600 wds .20 

ABORTION: Right-to-Li fers Invade New York Abortion Clinic 

750 wds .22 

OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH: Chemical Workers Exposed to Cancer- 

Causing Substance 

*250 wds/ graphic ....... .22 

IRANIAN STUDENTS: Shah's Wife, Protected by 2,500 New York 

City Police, Meets Militant Protest in U.S t Visit 
650 wds/photo 23 

EDUCATION: Historians Say 'No' to Radical Professor 

*190 wds ,26 

RACISM: Mississippi ACLU Drops Klan Case 

600 wds/photo 


. f 28 


STERILIZATION: HEW Presents New Sterilization Guidelines; 

Hearings Scheduled Throughout U.S. 

1800 wds .30 

RACISM/RIGHT-WING: Texas Court Okays Nazi Message 
*210 wds * 30 

PRISONS: Another "Suicide at Marion Prison 

*250 wds. 30 

INTERNATIONAL 

— — r — — — .... 1 1 ' ■ ' ■ r 

PUERTO RICO: "The Puerto Rican Nationalists Must Be Freed": 
Interview with Rafael Cancel Miranda and Zoraida Collazo 
31 00 wds/photo . . .17 


BRITAIN: Squatters, Workers Battle New Repressive Law 

750 wds/photo. . 21 

CANADA: Canadian Police Raid Offices of Gay Rights Paper 

290 wds/. .. . .. .... ...... , 21 

NICARAGUA: Protests Erupt in Nicaragua After Slaying 

of Opposition Leader 

500 wds/graphic. . . . . . . . : . .23 

MIDDLE EAST: LNS News Analysis: U.S. Role, Israeli 

Interests in the Sinai 

2800 wds,/ map and photo .... 24 

CHILE: Mass Protests in Chile Hit Sham Referendum 

500 wds/graphic.... ......26 

SOUTH AFRICA: Political Uprisings Erode South African 

Economy . 

1000 wds.... 27 

BRITAIN: British Judge Condones Racist Remarks 

50Q wds/graphic 28 

*denotes short, 25Q words or less 


GRAPHICS 


COVER: Photo of Bedouin children in Sinai 
Credit: LNS 

MIDDLE EAST: Photo of Bedouin Children in Sinai... P-1 

WOMEN/MINING: Photo of Striking Miners' Wives P-1 

IRAN: Photo of Anti-Farah Demonstration. P-1 

PUERTO RICO /POLITICAL PRISONERS: Photo of Rafael Cancel 
Miranda P-1 

. .. ,P-2 

P-2 

....P-2 

P-2 


8RITAIN/H0USING: Photo of London Squatters. 

MIDDLE EAST: Map of Sinai Peninsula 

CHILE: Plebescite graphic.. 

SEXISM: Cartoon... ... 


RIGHT-WING: Cartoon.. P-2 

OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY: Cartoon P-2 

NICARAGUA: Graphic . . P-2 

WELFARE: Social Worker Cartoon . P-2 
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COLLECTIVE NOTES 

We've just finished compiling and 
typesetting this year's index of all of 
the articles and graphics published by 
LNS in 1977. If you have suggestions 
about how it could be organized better as 
a tool for research, please let us know 
so that we can improve next year's. 


CORRECTIONS: 

The author of the article about Attacks 
on Minority Hiring Regulations in Construction 
Contracting in packet #893 was Robert M. Lopez . 

Also in #893, REPORT FROM BAN NA SAI 
on page one, the last sentence of the third 
paragraph should 'read: 

Nearby villagers add that eight or nine peasants 
have been killed by rockets or bombs, completing 
the sense of deja vu. 


If you are missing a page or get a badly printed graphic , let us know and we'll send another. 
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